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$ I R, 

AFter you have been tired with thenoifc of a piece of Frefr. 
Beefjwhich (hined in the Strand in L(?W^^,vvithin few hour^ 
after it was bought in the Market i it may feem fuperfluousjor tc- 
dious,to difcourfe more of fuch matrers.But for fomer hi ng, which 
I have not feen formerly remarked , and which fell out in this 
Town, and in the Houfe where I dv^ell, within my own knowledg, 
I Ihall give you the fnftances,as briefly as lean* 

I i i i I. Upon 
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£. Upon Friday {Febr.zs. 1675.) a Woman of this Town, 
bought in the Market a Neck of ^^^4/, which fcetned well colour- 
ed,and well conditioned in every refpeft : The Galf,a cow-calf^ 
was iiilled in the evening the day before ; it was hungtoa Shelf 
m a little Chamber, where fhe and her Husband lay : Upon the foU 
lowing Saturday, about 9 in the night, the Neck of Veal fliined fo 
bright, that it did put the Woman into a great afFrightment. She 
calls up her Husband ; he hafteas to the Light, as fearing fire and 
fiames,and feeing the light come only from the Flefli,he caught the 
Fieflj in his left band, and beat it with his right hand, as endea- 
vouring to extinguifl) the flame,but without effeft. The Flefli flii- 
ned as much, ifnotmore,rhan before, and his hand,with which be 
did beat the Flefii,became all ina fiame,as bright,and vivid,as the 
Fkfli of the Veal was, and fo it continued, whilft he went from 
place fo place.fliewing it to others. Then he thrufts his bla2ing 
hand into a pail of pure waterj this could not extinguiflj the flame 
at all^but his hand fliined through the water; at laft he took a nap- 
kin, and wiped hishand,till he wiped ofFall the Light, The next 
day (being Fr^r. 27. )^he Veal was dreired,and fome of the Neigh- 
bours^who faw it fliining^were invited to eat of it^all efteemed it 
as good,as any they had eaten* A part of it was kept for Fr^nxS, 
and 29.10 which time it loft nothing of its fweetnefs.Other circum- 
ftances I omit for brevity. 

2. And now I w^ant not a parallel in confort for that part of this 
Relatioojwhich feemeth ftrangeft : For on Tuefday (being ^^r.4. 
i676.)a fat Pork Wdts killed for my Family; within two days,the 
Guts, or fas fome call them^ the chitterlings^ and feet of the Pork 
were boy led, and afcer ihey were throughly cold, they were put, 
in due order,in foufe drink,or pickle,in a low room,on theNorth- 
fide, which had little light at mid-day, and was very dark,as foon 
as night began, ^f n8, all thofe parts of the guts,and the claws of 
the f€et,which floated on the top of the pickle,began to fliine, and 
the parts immerfed under water gave no light ; the light increafed 
daily more and more in all the parts that floated. Jpr.is^the light 
feem*d as bright as the brighteft Moon-fliine ; thus it continued to 
fliine (but fainter and fainter^ and in fewer parts) almoft a week 
longer jfor,b€ing often tumbled up and down,by flow degrees all 
funk into the pickle,and then all the light expired Whilft the light 
was vivid, I caus'd a Maid^ftrvant to rub one of her bands u pen 
the fliining part | ifter which, Ihe came through three rooms, into 
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the place where I fate,bet ween a great fire on one fide,and a candle 
or two on a Table near at hand,on the other fide;and in this place 
(he fhew'd me herhand,all over (hining,as bright as Moon-fliiae ; 
one indeed flood between her hand and the fire, another between 
her and the candles. I hence 1 went into aiK)ther room, where 
there was but a final 1 fire^and no candle,but (at that time) a little 
Moon-lhtne through a window, there the (hining parts of her 
hand, or indeed her hand all over appeared to me very bright 
flames. Then I caufed fome of the ft ining Pork to be brought into 
the fame room,and examined, whether the pickle did not lhine,and 
fo might give the flaming tinfture to the Maids hand ; but by wi- 
ping the Pork diligently with a napkin, till it was perfectly dry- 
ed,we found, that the flame of the Pork was rather increafed, (as 
we all thoughc)than diminifted. Then I defired all the company, 
(whereof fome were young children, which have the tendereft 
touch) to try, whether the moft flaming parts had any perceptible 
degree of tepidity ;all agreed,that they could feel no warmths But 
I continued to direft them ail to compare the dark parts with the 
raofi: luminous, by that part of their fore- fingers, which hath the 
moft tender perception; after 3 or 4 trials,all agreed ftill.thatall 
parts of the Pork were manifeftly gelid ; but fome thought, they 
perceived the luminous parts lefs gelid than the dark parts^others 
denied it:for my own part,I found not fo much difFerence.as could 
clear me from fufpeftinga prepondcringfancy.AfterthefeTryals, 
the Maid wiped off the light from her hand, by rubbing her hand 
ftrongly with a napkin, three or four times over. 

3. Then I fufferM my Servants to call in feveral Neighbours to 
fee it,night after night, and particularly the Mother and Sifter of 
the Woman,which had the Ihining VeaU This I did partly to pre- 
vent, that they might not raife ftories of Ghofts in my Houfe ; yet 
feme were forward at it* If we had had a mind to ad Pageantries, 
or to fpread a ftory of Goblins, you fee howeafily it might have 
been done, by fmearing ones hands and face all over with the tin- 
6ure of light, which adhered fo permanently. And befides,! noted, 
that by this acquired blaze^ the face and hands would appear a 
great deal larger than they were, and the manner how it was done 
being concealed, the learned and ingenious might be at a lofs to 
difcover what it might be. 

4. If others think fit to vilifie thefe Obrervations,yct I muft ac* 
knowledg,That I never heard nor read of the Iike,tiil Honourable 
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Mr* B^jie was pleas'd to oblige m with an accurate accompt of a 
iNickoi Veal,and a Puller, which were luminoui^asjou have pub- 

liOied It in lUSf. of your Trafts^^SiC7.Hiftorie$repor£of a fud- 
daio and fliortfulgor about rhe countenance of th^livmg^ which 

ihev in er pre red to prcfage fomething extraordinary, by which 
tholcpertons became iltuftnous ; but of deadMrkaJfes^whkb be- 
ciine thus luinioous, I have read nothing in old Records^ That 
Mackrels, in Jieir pickle, did cafta ftiningblaze, fouiedaysbe- 
ibre chey were ill taded, or ill Tented, J gave you notice tji!a^ 5. 
1 66 5,as 'tis in your FirJI I'W. #• 1 3,f»2 26. Since which dnie J try- 
ed ofctn toobain the like, buc without fuccefs, though I know 
laotwhit circumftance was wanting. The pickle in which the 
Fork wa^ pur, was made on y of pure Warer, Bran,and bay-Sale, 
and was far from fliining : It quencht the Tight by degrees of the 
iliining FkOi. The Mackrel-picklefwhich was bovl'd with a mix- 
tureof Aveet lierbs) by a little (lining' became fo JuiniQous,thara 
dropof it in the paliBS ofchiidrens hands appeared as broad as a 
iliiiling, or broider, lb that a wafli of ic might too firly fervefor 
Impoiture. 

5. For thedifficulty of obtaining the fame, and for nianyo- 
ther confiderables, 1 refer to jSiwE^jie's Pneumatical Experiment 
37* bv him obfervU about i S years ago. And I think, fliining 
Uhmi are feldom found in OyfterSias was obferv*d by Monfieur 
Mzmf^ in your m. 1 2. ^,203. And perhaps one may wait a long 
day^ btrforc he fiial 1 fee fuch a long-Ialling Light in the Irijb Seas, 
as WMS remarked in vour F^Lq. rhiti. p, 240. So that I cannot 
wonier, if expet t Chymifts do by fome Chance obtain more,chan 
by Art and much diligence they can repeat again, llnce they deal 
with fuch fickle agencs^asFireandFlameJhave heard of fomeDew^s 
on Meadows, fliiningin the early morning, before day light ; but 
ihofe more frequently, Thcfe and much better/omeof Mr,B#f*Vs 
Inftances in your forementioned Exfirime^i 37. and more in his 
Difcourfc of Luminous Gems at the end of his elaborate freaiip 
^fC^krs.nmy^M leaftjby refemblances,in(lruft us to apprehend the 
nature of fome Ihining Meteors among the Clouds^or in oyr lower 
Region, of which,they fay, fome have a tinging heat, and do blaft, 
and chatfomeare tothetouchgelid,yetdopoyfonorcorraptour 
fleOi. And I have read in our Chronicles^That in E^giaMd.for mmy 
days together, there hath been a fiery incalefcence with light, as if 
all the air had been in a flame. Thus we have flaming Airland fla- 
ming 
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niing Water, in Seas, and in Clouds, and in Pickle • yet not fu frc- 
quent,as to efcape always tliefufpicion of being Prodigies. But 
in the forefaid references more is faid of Light, than 1 am able to 
exprefs; I fhall only add, That (gave full warning to obferve, 
whether the Light in my two Inftances had any blewiO) or green- 
ilh undntG ; all (hat fa w both, affirmed the Light to be as clear as 
the brightefl Moon fl)ine,and fo it appeared to my owoeyes ; and 
I can perfedly remember, that I really thought the beams which 
came from the Mackrel^and the ftirred pickle,to be bright Moon- 
fhine.tilla Servant brought me to the Veflel^tofte the contrary* 

Ppfifiripf. We had the report here( whether true or falfe^you 
may beft know) ofthe ftining Beef inthe^y/r^;?^, about the fame 
time, when the Neck of Veal, firft mentioned, fhined here. And tc 
was here obferved. That the Stars had that nighr a glaring bright- 
nefsarid largenefs.more than ordinary, and f ;r fome moneths be- 
fore, and ever fince, the weather hath been more genfle,warm,and 
dry, than is iifual in thofe months ^ but 'tis above my skill to de- 
monftrate, ho.v this be'ongs'to the nutterin hand. Note, that the 
Mackrel-pickle was thick and not tranfparent, till it was ftirrcd 
and flaoiing; the Pork-pickle was ciear,or tranfparenr.yet Oiined 
not in any part. 

J Difiourfe comnmng the Spiral, injieadef the fufpofed Annular, 

firu^ure of phe Fibres of the Intefths \ difcover'dandjbevpn by 

the Learn da»d h^uifitwe Dr. Wijiiain Cokiothe R. Society. 

"Aircourfing ("liear two years fincej with a very ingenious Per- 
J fon, concerning the Mechanical reafon of the J*erip/tick 
motion of the Inteaincs, which is by Anatomifts deduced princi- 
pally from J»«W^;-fibrts,conftituting,according to the received 
doftrineCwitb the tight fibres immediately inveftingtheni^though, 
by the by, I take thefe to makeadiftinft coat) one of the coats of 
them ; his fence was (which he told me was that likewife of fome 
others of bis acquaintance) that they might be rather numerous, 
though fmal], Sj)hin<Ser-murcles, than fingle fibres, to which that 
motion is i6 be attributed -, Mufcles being in tuoft, if not al],other 
inaances owned to be the adequate inftrumencsof n)Otions analo- 
gous to this i and fibres, though abfolutely necefTary, yet being no 
otherwife fo, than as (a number of them being colJefted, and fitly 
difpofedj they conftitute a Mufclc. 

The Coapefture Teemed to me more probabk than the vulgarly 
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